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A revolution in rural education: Bala Vikasa’s efforts reopened a 
Government school after a five year closure

CM lauds Gangadevipalli
Mr. K.ChandraShekar Rao, Hon. Chief Minister has visited Gangadevipalli 
village on 17th August, 2015, to launch ‘Grama Jyothi’ (Light of the 
Village), the most endeared program of the newly formed Telangana 
state Government, set to transform every village into a progressive and 
developed one. It is indeed a matter of pride for us that Gangadevipally, 
which had come into National limelight as model village after the two 
decades of intervention and systematic efforts of Bala Vikasa that touched 
every sphere of rural life, has been chosen by CM for this historical fiat. 

At the launching function of the ‘Grama Jyothyi’ program in Gangadevipalli, CM praised the villagers for innovative 
initiatives in the village with public participation and contributions. He praised their unity and hardwork in achieving the 
status of most developed and an exemplary village at the National level. He also sanctioned an amount of 10 crore (100 
million) Rupees to village on the occasion for further development of infrastructure, agriculture, education and housing.

It was a sort of festival in Ontimamidipalli village, when a 
Government school was reopened after five long years. While 
the Telugu medium school was closed for lack of sufficient 
students and teachers, Bala Vikasa’s study revealed that 330 
students from the village were going to 16 different private 
English medium schools, located in their neighborhood. 
Villagers were spending approximately 50 lakhs (5 million) 
Rupees towards school fee and transportation of these 
students. Bala Vikasa organized a Grama Sabha (village 
meeting) and discussed on the possibility of the village to 
have their own English medium school which can provide 
quality education at 50% of the fee that they are paying in 
private schools.  The villagers liked the proposal and made a 
unanimous decision that no parent in the village shall send 
their children to any other private school. They also agreed 
to use the government school buildings and pay average Rs. 
8000 per child per year (50% of private school fee) towards 
the teachers and school maintenance. 

A school committee was appointed in Gama Sabha involving 
active parents.  Under the coordination of the committee all 
the parents in the village volunteered to clean the school 
campus and paint the buildings. Since the existing class 
rooms were not sufficient they have raised a fund of Rs. 
2.5 lakh from the parents and constructed 3 new rooms 
for temporary usage. Bala Vikasa provided required class 
room furniture. The committee hired a few teachers who 
could teach in English. Looking at the improvements, 320 
children joined the school from Ontmamidipally and from 
neighboring villages.

Mr. Kadiam Sri Hari, Hon. Deputy CM and Minister for 
Education attended the inauguration of the school. Taken-
up by the enthusiasm and efforts of the villagers, Minister 
allocated 9 government teachers and funds for construction 
of 6 new class rooms. He lauded the intervention of Bala 
Vikasa in bringing a revolutionary change in the attitude of 
people and said that Ontimamidipalli school would become 
source of inspiration to other villages in Telangana state. The 
Parents are now contributing Rs. 4000 per child to pay the 
part time teachers, who work from 8.00.am to 9.30 a.m and 
4.00 pm to 6.30 pm to ensure that every student gets extra 
support and care before and after the regular school hours. 

Bala Vikasa is supporting another 25 government schools in 
rural areas of Warangal, Karimnagar, Medak and Nizamabad 
districts by providing classroom furniture, mini library, water 
facilities as well as taking up plantation and cleanliness 
activities through its Vidhya Vikasa program.



Bala Vikasa initiates water purification 
project for Hyderabad slums
Safe drinking water has become a crying need of the 
urban poor who do not have access to basic amenities. 
Bala Vikasa has reached safe drinking water to about 700 
villages, benefitting 1.4 million rural poor in Telangana, 
Andhra Pradesh and Maharastra through its community 
water purification projects initiated more than a decade ago.  
Observing the impact of Bala Vikasa projects in rural areas, 
many slum dwellers and local leaders are approaching Bala 
Vikasa to support them with similar projects in Hyderabad. 
In response to their request, Bala Vikasa, with the financial 
support from Franklin Templeton, Mumbai has initiated a 
new project during July, 2015 for Hyderabad slums. 

Bala Vikasa is sensitizing and organizing the slum dwellers 
to participate in installing WPP plants in their respective 

International Widows’ Day was introduced in the year 2010 
by UN to address poverty and injustice faced by widows 
and their dependents around the world. Bala Vikasa has 
been vigorously working for the social emancipation and 
economic wellbeing of widows, for over a decade, in alliance 
with Government officials, NGOs, community leaders and 
celebrities. We commemorated International Widows day 
on July 23rd 2015, in order to bring greater awareness on 
the ordeal faced by widows in today’s society. A massive 
rally was taken out on the roads of Hanamkonda with more 
than 1400 widows who participated with great enthusiasm 
and shouted slogans demanding equality and social justice. 
The local women political leaders admired the efforts of Bala 
Vikasa for highlighting the plight of widows and for working 
towards the eradication of their poverty and social exclusion. 
They have pledged their support to Bala Vikasa in advocating 
and achieving following four demands from the government 
for the welfare of the widows and their dependents. 

1. The passing of the Widows Atrocity Act, to stop harassment, discrimination and safeguard their human rights.

2. The provision of special reservations for widows’ children in schools and job opportunities. 

3. The formation of widows’ corporation for providing subsidies and economic empowerment.

4. The prohibition of the manufacture and sale of illicit liquor.

slums. Four of such Water Purification Plants are getting 
ready for inauguration by mid-November and another four 
by the end of December, 2015. 

While Bala Vikasa has rich experience in establishing 
Community Water Purification Plants in the rural 
communities, working with the urban poor has thrown 
up some new challenges. Yet Bala Vikasa has taken up 
this challenge and is once again proving itself to be the 
pioneering organization in reaching safe drinking water to 
the urban poor.

14 water purification projects are installed in the rural areas 
during the last quarter and another 20 are in process of 
completion by December, 2015.

Highlighting the plight of widows on International Widows Day



Health Camps in BV model villages:  With the motivation 
received from Bala Vikasa, the health committees and 
village development committees in BV model villages 
and also the women group leaders in 133 villages have 
mobilized various medicines worth about Rs. 14,00,000 
and organized health camps in which 23,715 rural poor 
received medical treatment, medicines and consultancy 
services. 675 private and government doctors, nurses and 
Asha workers have voluntarily supported this initiative of 
Bala Vikasa. 

Health camps for women and children:  Bala Vikasa 
has taken up an initiative to support prenatal and postnatal 
mothers and educate them on the precautions and care 
to be taken during and after pregnancy. More than 205 
professional doctors and nurses have participated in 
this program and conducted health checkups and gave 
health advice. 4200 mothers were given guidance on child 
nutrition, health, hygiene and vaccination in BV women 
program villages. In order to provide nutritional support 
to mother and child, GIF (Growth Revitality Development ) 
tins were distributed to 3800 mothers, who have attended 
health guidance program.

Reaching health services to the Rural Poor

10,000 tree guards installed in 
BV model villages

Providing access to water for 
domestic needs

Mrs. Priyanka Varghese, OSD at CMs office for Telangna Haritha 
Haram appreciates the efforts of Bala Vikasa

The clean and green committees in BV model villages have 
done fundraising in the villages to install 4000 tree guards 
and encouraged all the people to actively participate in the 
avenue plantation in their villages. Inorder to enhance this 
initiative in the model villages BV provided additional 4000 
tree guards. Similarly 2000 tree guards are installed by 
farmers in the villages where Bala Vikasa supported the tank 
desiltation activity. A total of 50,000 saplings are planted in 
the villages by different committees of Bala Vikasa.

As most of the sources of ground and surface water are on 
the path of extinction, the growing scarcity of water is posing 
a threat to the very survival of the marginalized people in 
the villages.  Low rainfall during this raining season (June 
to August 2015) has further deteriorated water crisis.  In an 
effort to address the calamitous situation in a war footing 
mode, Bala Vikasa supported people with 80 bore wells fitted 
with hand pumps in Warangal, Karimnagar, Medak, Guntur, 
Kurnool & Mahabubnagar districts. About 12000 people 
from 2400 families are benefiting with assured water supply, 
for the daily domestic needs, from this initiative.



B
O
O
K

P
O
S
T 

P
R
I 
N
T
E
D

M
A
T
T
E
R

H.No. 1-1-867, Siddarthanagar, NIT
Warangal 506 004, Telangana, India.       
)91 870 2459287
balavikasa@balavikasa.org | www.balavikasa.org
    facebook.com/balavikasa.org      @balavikasa_ngo

Tharangini is a Quarterly Newsletter published by Bala Vikasa People Development Training Center for private circulation only.
This publication is financially supported by the  Foreign Affairs, Trade and Development Canada (FATD-Canada) 

 Dear Readers - Bala Vikasa is happy to announce that a column will be started for the views and comments of Tharangini readers. Please keep sending them.

40 MBA students from Schulich School of Business, an Indian 
branch of York University, Canada visited Bala Vikasa on September 
4th 2015, for a comprehensive exposure on the sustainable 
development strategies of Bala Vikasa. Students expressed that 
they are inspired by Bala Vikasa’s achievements in building model 
communities.

Bala Vikasa International Center (BVIC) signed an MOU with Center 
for Social Innovation and Entrepreneurship (CSIE - IIT) Chennai to 
work jointly in the sector of Social Enterprise.

BVIC signed an MOU with Un-Limited Hyderabad, a franchisee 
of UnLtd International, for jointly incubating social entrepreneurs 
beginning from November, 2015.

Bala Vikasa is facilitating 220 farmers to get organic certification 
for their crops in collaboration with Aditi Organic Certification Pvt.
Ltd in Bangalore.

BV is preparing to launch its first water purification project in 
Chattisghad by January, 2015

PTDC  has successfully conducted a two-week and one 
month international training programs on “Community Driven 
Development” in July and September 2015.

‘Chola Mandalm’ supports “Swaach Karimnagar Project” as part of CSR 
As part of their CSR initiative, Cholamandalam Investment & 
Finance Company Ltd has entered into an agreement with Bala 
Vikasa to work on a sanitation project in Karimnagar District. 
Adhering to its strategy Bala Vikasa has ensured the participation 
of the beneficiaries and mobilized their share of financial 
contribution. In a participatory approach, Bala Vikasa team got 
the 221 toilets constructed in three villages, on schedule. This 
project was inaugurated by Cholamandalam officials amidst 
festive grandeur in the villages. The officials admired Bala Vikasa 
for the efficient execution of the project involving beneficiaries 
and making the construction cost effective. They also expressed 
immense happiness in achieving 100% sanitation in the three 
villages by not only supporting the villagers in building the toilets 
but also motivating them to use them. Preparations are underway 
to start the coin based purified water vending machines and 
E-toilets at Karimangar bus station.

Highlights at Bala Vikasa


